CHAPTER I
PRELIMINARY REMARKS

" MOHAMMEDAN/' as used in these pages, does not mean
every financial theory evolved by a Mohammedan writer;
nor does it mean the theories evolved concerning every
Mohammedan financial practice. It means only the theories
evolved by Mohammedan writers in conformity with the
principles of sharl'ah on the basis of the financial practices
of the early Mohammedan state, particularly during the
califship of Omar. In other words, only the financial prac-
tices which were sanctioned by usage in the early Moham-
medan state and only the financial theories treated in the
books of fiqh are called " Mohammedan ". Financial prac-
tices which have not received sanction from the early Mo-
hammedan state or financial theories which have not been
based on the sharfah, even if practiced or written by Mo-
hammedans, remain outside the pale of sharfah and may
not properly be called " Mohammedan ". This is in strict
accordance with the usage of the Mohammedan writers,
who in their works on fiqh discuss only the "Mohammedan"
theories of finance and do not treat the practices which
came into Mohammedan use later, except in* terms of sum-
mary condemnation.

These extra-shari'ah practices made their way into Mo-
hammedan history rather early, and in the course of time
entirely displaced the sharfah practices. The new taxes
resulting from the introduction of these practices have been
given various designations, such as hildH, marafiq, maf&win,
mukus * and furfi*

1 Maqrizi, p. 167.                         a Defteri Muqtafid, p. 22.
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